CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 83
Proposed by Petition of the People

AN AMENDMENT CONCERNING MARRIAGE

A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ARKANSAS CONSTITUTION
PROVIDING THAT MARRIAGE CONSISTS ONLY OF THE UNION OF

- ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN; THAT LEGAL STATUS FOR UNMARRIED
PERSONS WHICH IS IDENTICAL OR SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO
‘MARITAL STATUS SHALL NOT BE VALID OR RECOGNIZED IN
ARKANSAS, EXCEPT THAT THE LEGISLATURE MAY RECOGNIZE A
COMMON LAW MARRIAGE FROM ANOTHER STATE BETWEEN A MAN
AND A WOMAN; AND THAT THE LEGISLATURE HAS THE POWER TO
DETERMINE THE CAPACITY OF PERSONS TO MARRY, SUBJECT TO
THIS AMENDMENT, AND THE LEGAL RIGHTS, OBLIGATIONS,
PRIVILEGES, AND IMMUNITIES OF MARRIAGE.

FULL TEXT

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Arkansas:
SECTION 1: Marriage
Marriage consists only of the union of one man and one woman.
SECTION 2: Marital Status
Legal status for unmarried persons which is identical or substantially similar to marital status shall not be valid ot
recognized in Arkansas, except that the Legislature may recognize a common law marriage from another state
between a man and a woman.
SECTION 3: Capacity, rights, obligations, privileges, and immunities.
The Legislature has the power to determine the capacity of persons to marry, subject to this amendment, and the
legal rights, obligations, privileges, and immunities of marriage.

This amendment becomes effective on December 2, 2004.

Passed by vote of the people November 2, 2004



